THE  AUTHORITY   OF   SCIENCE
who was only an ungrateful disciple. He goes on to give a list
of the ten main points of Comtist thought, every one of which
is but a direct and unacknowledged borrowing, beginning
with the very term of " positive " and including virtually every
interesting feature of the Comtist reorganization of society.1
Any final conclusion must ultimately be based on a somewhat
a -priori personal conception as to the relative ability and genius
of the two men ; the reader will probably realize that we should
be more inclined to see a plagiarist in Comte than in Saint-
Simon. But, whether original or not, Comte was for many the
channel through which much that was best in Saint-Simonism
was transmitted to many who might not have read one branded
as Socialist and Utopian. By " all that was best in Saint-
Simonism " we mean of course those features of Comtism
that mark a break from the sterile Conservatism of a Maistre
and a Bonald: the belief in the need for and the possibility of
social reconstruction, the recognition of economic factors, the
attempt at scientific analysis of existing conditions. One ought
perhaps to add that Comte also transmitted some of the worst
elements of Saint-Simonism: a baseless religious sentiment-
alism, degenerating into childish superstitions, amazing conceit
joined to imperviousness to ridicule, a messianic atmosphere
that could only spell ultimate collapse and make it difficult to
1 The following is Flint's catalogue (Op. tit., p. 586):
(1)  The use of the term positif*
(2)  Philosophy is the  general science, of which sciences are elements,
therefore has the same character.
(3)  The investigation of facts, the data of senses, are the only legitimate
methods of finding truth, therefore knowledge is limited to the relative and
the phenomenal.
(4)  All science passes from theology to Positivism.
(5)  Psychology is part of physiology.
(6)  The development of mankind is subject to the unalterable laws of
nature.
(7)  Admiration for Condorcet.
(8)  The three phases of history are (i) the credulous (fetishism, polytheism,
monotheism); (ii) the critical and incoherent; (iii) the scientific and organic.
(9)  The organization of society must  be  through  the organization of
sciences into a true philosophy.
(i o) He forced upon Comte his acceptance of a religion.
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